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The  Sunday  School  Work  in  Japan 

The  beginning  of  the  present  organized  Sunday  School 
work  in  Japan  is  closely  bound  up  with  the  activities  of  the 
World's  Sunday  School  Association.  It  was  during  the 
visit  of  our  General  Secretary  Frank  L.  Brown,  LLD.,  to 
Japan  in  1906  that  the  present  Japan  Sunday  School  As- 
sociation was  organized,  and  our  World’s  Association  lias 
continuously  assisted  the  Japan  Association  financially  from 
that  time  to  the  present,  thru  the  generosity  of  our  lament- 
ed friend  Henry  J.  Heinz.  At  that  time  Dr.  Brown  spent 
about  four  months  in  Japan  and  travelled  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  stirring  up  interest  in  the  Sunday  School 
movement  and  giving  definite  constructive  help  in  Sunday 
School  methods. 

There  is  a good  percent  of  missionaries  giving  special 
attention  to  Sunday  School  work  in  Japan,  and  many 
young  people  are  trained  in  Sunday  School  methods  in  the 
Christian  Schools  conducted  by  our  missions.  There  are 
many  thousands  of  children  in  the  Sunday  Schools  con- 
ducted in  private  homes  by  the  young  men  and  young 
women  of  these  schools. 

Outline  of  the  Present  Organization 

The  National  Sunday  School  Association  of  Japan  is 
however  organized  especially  for  the  Promotion  of  the 
Sunday  School  work  throughout  the  Country,  and  mis- 
sionaries with  their  coworkers  cooperate  with  this  organi- 
zation. This  Association  is  made  up  in  a most  democratic 
way.  At  the  national  Convention,  six  Directors  are  elect- 
ed by  the  Delegates  who  represent  the  Branch  Associations 
in  all  parts  of  the  Country.  Besides  these  six  Directors, 
two  are  elected  by  the  Federation  of  Japanese  Churches, 
and  two  others  are  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Federated  Missions.  In  this  way,  these  two  repre- 
sentative organizations  have  a definite  share  in  the  work  of 
the  Sunday  School  Association,  The  President  and  the 


foreign  treasurer  are  both  elected  at  the  National  Conven- 
tion, and  they  are  also  included  in  the  membership  of  the 
Hoard  of  Directors.  This  makes  an  official  board  of  twelve 
members,  three  of  whom  are  missionaries.  The  Japanese 
General  Secretary  and  the  Missionary  Honorary  Secretary 
both  meet  with  the  Directors  for  all  matters  of  business. 

Besides  the  Board  of  Directors,  there  are  the  following 
departments  : 

The  Music  Department  Teacher  Training  Department 

The  Educational  Department  Adult  Department 

The  Publication  Department  Young  People’s  Department 

A chairman  is  elected  for  each  of  these  departments 
to  promote  the  Sunday  School  work  according  to  its 
special  interests. 

Branch  Associations 

The  local  schools  all  over  the  Country  are  organized 
into  Branch  Associations  and  through  these  local  associa- 
tions the  central  Association  seeks  to  promote  the  interest 
of  the  local  schools.  There  are  now  eighty-two  of  these 
Branches.  The  main  Association  encourages  the  Branch 
Associations  to  have  Superintendents  of  the  different  depart- 
ments according  to  the  usual  Sunday  School  plan  of 
organization.  Especially  have  they  been  urging  recently 
a promotion  of  teacher  training  through  such  Superindents. 
Two  standards  have  been  adopted  for  the  local  school,  one 
for  the  well  developed  Church  School,  called  Standard  A ; 
and  one  tor  the  Preaching  Place  Sunday  School,  called 
Standard  B.  There  is  also  the  minimum  requirement  for  a 
children’s  meeting  that  is  to  be  called  a Sunday  School, 
made  up  of  five  of  the  most  essential  points. 

The  Work  now  being  Carried  on. 

The  National  Association  has  for  some  time  been  pub- 
lishing a magazine  called  “ The  Sunday  School.”  The 
Association’s  development  so  far,  has  only  allowed  the 
employment  of  the  General  Secretary  and  an  Office  Secre- 
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tary.  Besides  these,  an  editor  is  engaged  to  give  part  time 
to  the  publication  of  the  magazine.  The  Missionary,  or 
Educational  Secretary  employed  by  the  world’s  Sunday 
School  Association  also  works  in  cooperation  with  these 
Secretaries  in  general  promotion  of  the  work.  District 
Conventions  and  local  institutes  are  held  from  time  to  time 
for  the  definite  training  of  Sunday  School  workers.  Some 
of  these  institutes  have  been  most  successful  and  profitable. 

Cooperation  of  the  World’s  Sunday  School  As- 
sociation and  the  Federated  Missions 

The  World’s  Sunday  School  Association  has  been  co- 
operating with  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  of 
Japan  since  its  organization  in  a financial  way  to  the  extent 
of  $1000.00  a year. 

In  1913  the  Sunday  School  Committee  of  the  Federa- 
ted Missions  of  Japan  presented  a request  to  the  World’s 
Sunday  School  Association  Commission  then  visiting  Japan 
on  its  way  to  Zurich,  that  they  support  a special  Secretary 
from  among  the  missionaries  to  cooperate  with  the  Mis- 
sions and  the  National  Sunday  School  Association  in  the 
further  promotion  of  the  Sunday  School  work.  Mr.  H.E. 
Coleman  was  selected  by  the  Federated  Missions  as  that 
Secretary  and  has  been  the  special  Educational  Secretary 
supported  by  the  World’s  Sunday  School  Association  since 
August  1914. 

Since  this  plan  has  been  in  effect  many  important 
developments  have  been  possible.  The  summer  training 
school  for  Sunday  School  teachers  was  organized  at  Karui- 
zawa  and  has  been  held  for  four  consecutive  years.  There 
has  been  an  average  attendance  of  one  hundred  Sunday 
School  workers  at  Karuizawa,  and  these  come  from  all 
parts  of  Japan.  This  has  become  the  main  center  for  the 
training  of  Sunday  School  workers,  and  it  is  believed  to  be 
so  important  that  efforts  are  being  made  to  raise  $20,000. 
for  a permanent  equipment  including  four  dormitories  to 
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accomodate  two  hundred  people  and  a lecture  hall  with 
some  class  rooms. 

Model  Institutes  for  the  training  of  teachers  have  been 
held  in  different  places  with  the  cooperation  of  Missionaries 
and  the  Branch  Associations.  Some  of  these  Institutes 
have  occupied  three  days  with  six  or  seven  hours  of  lec- 
tures or  conference-work  each  day.  Mr.  Coleman  has 
arranged  a good  exhibit  of  American  and  Japanese  Sunday 
School  supplies  and  has  taken  this,  together  with  a number 
of  books  from  his  Sunday  School  library,  to  the  different 
local  institutes,  and  this  has  been  a source  of  help  and  in- 
spiration to  many  workers. 

A teacher  training  course  has  been  outlined  in  cooper- 
ation with  the  Japanese  Association.  This  course  is  being 
promoted  through  new  text-books,  English  and  Japanese 
literature  at  institutes,  Conventions  and  through  corres- 
pondence. 

Program  for  the  Future 

The  natural  development  of  the  work  during  the  last 
few  years  has  made  us  feel  that  the  holding  of  the  Eighth 
World’s  Convention  in  Tokyo  presents  an  opportunity 
when  a much  extended  program  for  the  Sunday  School 
Movement  in  Japan  should  be  undertaken.  At  present, 
there  are  less  than  200,000  children  in  the  Sunday  Schools 
of  Japan  and  we  should  make  strenuous  efforts  to  reach  a 
million  within  the  next  five  years. 

This  Convention,  together,  with  the  gift  of  the  Em- 
peror to  the  Convention  funds,  is  going  to  break  down  pre- 
judice as  never  before.  A new  interest  is  being  aroused  in 
the  Sunday  School  and  Christian  religious  education 
throughout  the  Empire.  This  means  a rare  opportunity 
for  our  movement ; an  opportunity  almost  unparalelled  in 
the  history  of  Missions.  Our  Educational  Secretary,  get- 
ting a vision  of  this  great  opportunity,  made  an  estimate  of 
what  our  aim  ought  to  be  during  the  next  ten  years,  and 
on  carrying  this  estimate  to  New  York  last  year,  was 
greatly  surprised  to  find  that  our  General  Secretary,  Dr. 
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Brown,  had  made  an  estimate  of  exactly  the  same  amount. 
We  believe  that  an  enlarged,  adequate  program  liberally 
supported  financially,  will  set  in  motion  movements  and 
spiritual  forces  that  will  eventually  greatly  assist  in  Chris- 
tianizing Japan.  The  prominent  people  of  Japan  who  have 
given  such  a large  amount  of  money  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  Convention,  and  the  Japanese  Christians  who  have 
worked  so  hard  on  the  Convention  plans,  have  a right  to 
expect  a sincere  and  adequate  effort  on  the  part  of  those 
working  through  our  World’s  Association  to  reach  some 
millions  of  the  children  and  young  people  of  Japan.  Our 
great  problem,  therefore,  is  now  how  to  meet  this  open 
door,  truly  one  of  the  greatest  opportunities  in  the  history 
of  Christianity.  We  have  made  out  a minimum  yearly 
estimate  of  what  we  believe  is  necessary  to  meet  this  great 
opportunity.  The  estimate  is  as  follows  : 

Administration,  office  rent  ) 

„ general  office  expense  [•  ...  ...  ..;  $1,900.00 

„ office  Secretary  j 

Educational  Secretary  and  Assistant,  house  rent,  etc. ...  4,510.00 

Institutes  and  Summer  Training  School  2,100.00 

School  for  Specialists,  Tokyo 1,000.00 

Elementary  Secretary  Japanese  Womin  800.00 

1 he  National  Sunday  School  Associa  ion  (General  or 

Special  Secretary) i.oco.co 

Young  People’s  Dept.  Secretary,  Japanese  Man 1,000.00 

„ „ „ ' „ Woman  ...  800.00 

Literature 870.00 

$13,980.00 

In  addition  to  continuing  the  $1,000  contribution  to 
the  National  Sunday  School  Association  for  a few  years 
more,  our  Committee  wish  to  contribute  one  Elementary 
Woman  Specialist  to  the  enlarged  program  that  is  being 
contemplated  by  the  said  Association. 

' . In  addition  to  this  yearly  budget,  we  have  already 
suggested  one  great  need  : the  equipment  for  the  summer 
training  school  at  Karuizawa.  The  land  for  this  training 
school  has  already  been  contributed  by  Mr.  Genjiro 
Nozawa,  a Tokyo  business  man.  There  is  also  a .great 
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need  for  a Sunday  School  building  in  Tokyo  to  be  the 
center  of  this  enlarged  movement.  This  building  should 
contain  offices  both  for  the  Japanese  Association  and  for 
our  World’s  Association  representatives.  It  should  also 
contain  a rcom  in  which  this  World’s  Convention  exhibit 
in  Tokyo  can  be  permanently  housed.  There  should  be 
a lecture  room  to  accomodate  the  Tokyo  Teacher  Training 
School  and  a few  class  rooms,  so  that  the  school  for 
training  specialists  can  be  also  accomodated.  Foreign 
houses  are  very  hard  to  get  in  Tokyo  now,  so  it  would  be 
a great  advantage  to  our  work  if  our  Educational  Secretary 
could  be  permanently  provided  with  a suitable  house. 
These  are  the  reasons  that  make  this  special  building 
program  imperative. 

Buildings  Needed  : 

Summer  Training  School  Buildings,  Karuizawa  ...  $20,000.00 

Sunday  School  Building,  Tokyo  75,000.00 

Home,— Foreign  Secreiary  (Including  land) 18,000.00 

8 1 13,000.00 

Cooperation  in  the  work 

The  following  is  a brief  outline  of  the  field  of  work  in 
which  the  National  Associat'on  functions,  including  new 
features. 

a.  Development  of  the  National  Association  and  its 

Branches. 

b.  Japanese  General  Secretary  and  office  secretary. 

c.  Literature,  including  Sunday  School  Magazine. 

d.  Promotion  of  Standards  in  Sunday  Schools  and 

Branches. 

e.  Elementary  Department  Special  Secretary. 

f.  Adult  Department  Special  Secretary. 

g.  District  Conventions  and  Training  Institutes. 
Besides  cooperating  in  every  passible  way  along  these 

lines,  there  is  still  an  important  field  in  which  the  World’s 
Assodation  promotes  the  work  in  Japan  thru  its  represent- 
atives. Since  a large  percent  of  the  enrollment  in  the 
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Suuday  Schools  of  Japan  is  under  the  direct  or  indirect 
supervision  of  the  missionaries  our  Educational  Secretary 
has  a wide  field  in  cooperating  with  these  missionaries. 

The  following  is  a brief  outline  of  the  special  features 
of  the  work  that  are  open  to  the  initiative  of  and  special 
emphasis  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  Federated 
Missions  and  the  World’s  Sunday  School  Association  : 

a.  Foreign  Educational  Secretary  and  Assistant. 

b.  Young  Peoples  Department  specialists,  one  Mis- 

sionary and  Japanese  Associates. 

c.  Karuizawa  Training  School  and  Teacher  Train- 

ing, 

d.  School  for  Specialists  in  Tokyo  in  cooperation 

with  Mission  Schools. 

e.  Cooperation  with  Mission  Schools  and  mission- 

aries in  their  Sunday  School  work. 

Those  wishing  to  contribute  to  the  above  program  or 
those  who  wish  to  inquire  further  into  detail  regarding  the 
enlarged  plans  may  address  either  of  the  following  : 

Frank  L.  Brown, 

Joint  General  Secretary, 

World’s  Sunday  School  Association, 

216  Metropolitan  lower. 

New  York  City. 


Horace  E.  Coleman, 
Educational  Secretary, 
for  Jaj  an 

10  Ilinoki  Cho,  Akasaka, 
Tokyo,  Japan. 


